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The Editorial Commttec do not hold themselves responsible for views
expressed by contributors. Contributors are requested to write legibly
and on onc side of the paper. Manuscripts will not be returned un-
less stamps are sent to cover postuge. Matter intended for the issue of
any particular month should reach the Committee before the 15th of
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the previous month.

Paper as a Cottage Industry.

Paper isan essential commodity for any civilised nation. We
in India have been consumers of paper in very large quantities. The
present war has put a stop to imports of it. All demand has to be
met by local production which doss not supply, in ordinary times
more than a fraction of Indian needs. It has therefore happened
that today, even with some increased output, the Government in
India takes up 90 of the production. Paper is required for purposes
of war in scores of ways including sanitary wrapping of bread. So it
is that private business dépending on paper has been hard hit. Many
periodicals have ceased publication. The remaining have been re-
duced in size both dimentionally and in bulk. New additions to
volume of Journals and advertisement have come under control.
Fresh starting of journals has had practically to cease. What
sold at As.1-8 pies perdb. before the war, is not now available at
Rs. 0-13-0.

All this is happening in India though we have plenty of raw
material available in forms innumerable. Paddy straw, wild moun-
tain grass, bamboo, used ropes. or, other articles of hemp or jute, old
gunny or cotton bags and some soft wood. Paper may be made easily
by hand. As pera pamphlet issued by the Gandhi Ashram, Tiru-
chengode on the subject an investment of Rs. 100 is sufficient to
equip a village unit with implements such as lifting mats, frames,
drums, oven (which can be had from the local potter for 0-1-0,) nap-
kins, planks for lifting, sizing and glazing, a pounder or a Dhenki
for reducing cloth or gunny rags into pulp, cutting press and knife
etc. Probably a couple of hundred rupees would be needed for ex
penses. With this equipment, we are told, a ream of foolscap pape;
a day may be turned out. It easily sells today at Rs. 9, Caustic soda
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and bleaching powder appear to be practically the two chemicals re-
quired. If properly organised with the fyll support of the Govern-
ment, every village which can locally command raw material of the
description given and good fresh water can begin a unit and manu-
facture paper enough for local needs. What becomes of this industry
after the war need not trouble us; for, adopted to manufacture of
rough and Leavier sorts of paper and paste board the cottage made
material promises to stand competition. Even if a number of centres
have to be closed down, the capital invested would have been amply

repaid before competition again raises its head. People who mightbe
otherwise unemployed would have found employment during these
hard times of war and would have

had sufficient experience to get
into the paper concerns. It will be well if Panchayats can take in-
terest in this matter and, whereverfeasible, encourage the formation
of local co-operative soci

eties which may easily be both producers
and consumers of paper. Entitled under the Local Boards Act (Sche-

dule V OptionAl duties) to work up cottage industries panchayats
-may even take one share or a small number of shares and apply to
the Government for sanction. The Government also

the matter and make the situation easy for people desiring to take
up this industry as a cottage industry, by makiog arrangements to
ensure supply of the two simple chemicals, by facilitating supply of
raw materials from the forests, by aiding societies started through
the co-operative and industrial departments, and by organising such
technical advice as may be possible. We hope sufficient efforts wil)

be put forward from all quarters to solve a problem of a vVery press-
ing nature in own general advancement

may move in

Famine conditions in several districts.

The Deccan districts of this province t.e.,
Rayalaseema including Anantapur, Bella'y. Cuddapah, Kurnool and
Chittore and the Coastal Districts of North and South Arcots and
Chingleput with poor soils mainly depend on the North-East mon.
soon for their crops. This year the North-East monsoon has proved
a great disappointment. Between August and November not much
rain has fallen in these areas.

More especially in-the Deccan area
. . L4
even in ordinary years rains cease after October and, whatever may

the area known as the

necessities have gone up unprece-
dentedly. It becomes the special duty of the Government to take
especial care of these areas.
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liberal scale. Foodstuffs have to be transported in time and properly
distributed. Famine works should be started and labour paid, not in
the old parsimonious manner of the famine code. bhug commensurate
with the needs of the present critical economic conditions We do
hope that the Government of Madras will take prompt measures

The Panchayat Bill.

The Panchayat Bill is expected to be promulgated soon. In-
tensive work has to be started as soon as the Act is Promulgated.
District Conferences will have to be arranged to start Joint-Commit-
tees and to give life to Panchayats. Conferences are the best media
toarouse the Panchayats from tho stupor under which they have lain
all these years. We appeal to workersand active Panchayats to begin
work. We hope Government will give every facility for such confer-
ences. We have a sympathetic Adviser in Mr. T. G. Rutherford.

High prices and the role of panchayats.

The problem of problems in these days of the most devastating
war is the problem of prices. We are producing crops and raising
food material. Campaigns of grow more food are in full swing and
it is claimed that they have added to the stock of food material.
Yet prices of necessities like rice, millets, sugar, chillies and vege -
tables—let alone kerosene—soar high, so high that we stand
staggered. No doubt there have been certain causes at work which
all of us in the country know. Burma has ceased to send usrice and
that causes a real shortage in that staple. Butthat itself cannot be
a snfficient explanation ; for, except for the habitual eater of rice as
staple it should not cause embarassment. There is the other factor
of military personnel. This appears also to be not sufficient ex-
planation. Foreign military personnel added to our numbers
cannot be very appreciable as compared with our population. The
Indian personnel has always been there for food and clothing—only
it is possible that, by being employed for military purposes, they are
better situated to day. They are probably capable of eating better
food and wearing better apparel. There is, however, one aspect of
the military situation thatis responsible for tightened couditiong—
the holding in stock of large.quantities of foodstuffs ang other
necessaries by the Government for emergencies. We do feel that
the Government is constantly on the watch and holds stocks
which are considered absclutely essential. The Government have
stated often that there are adequate stocks of food available for the
civil population. Now, therefore, eliminating one factor after
another, we arrive at one or two real causes which are responsible
for the very great unsettlement of conditions in the price levels.
The main fault seems to lie in the system of distribution. The
proﬁte’ering motive in the trader appears to be the one factor that
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will have to be countered. The difficulty of transport is
important. The profiteering motive is creating bIapk-
Price control in itself is proving not sufficient protection
bably not advisible as it may affect the Ryot-Producer.
difficulties can be cured fully onl_y by Government action—
rationing of all commodities or taking over sale of all necegsi
life through special shops of the co-operative type.
Government is not acting in these directions much
developing public opinion. We appeal to all Panc
chayatdars to keep in constant touch with local conditions ang b
constant, quiet propaganda guide their populations in putting dowp
black-markets and countering the hoardmg-for~safety habits. The
question of transport, we are af_rgld, has assumed wrong proportiong
on account of centralised conditions of life. While keeping in view
the needs of war and the welfare of the genera] papulation in the
country, the time has arrived when steps should be taken immed;j.
ately to localise and decentralise supply as well as transport. [y is
not enough to decentralise supply Guest\‘ons upto the limit of the
province, or, the district. The decentralisation should go down to
the village or group of villages. The Panchayat organisationg_
Joint committees of Panchayats created for this specific purpose
under the present act—should form the basic bodies to advise about
local production, supply, black-markets, hoarding-for-safety habitg
and the like and in co-operation with Co-0perative societies Hrramey
for proper distribution of necessities of life, of courge under a home.
geneous scheme fostered by the Government, e appeal to the
Panchayats to arise, awake and furiously think of the present pog;.
tion and offer their fullest co-operation to the Government in allay.
ing the present distressing copdltlons. We appeal to the Govern.
ment also, with all the emphasis at our command, that in the midst
of a catastrophic situation, they haye in their bower, if they gq will
the making of the future of the Indxan. village if they but develop,
the fundamental economic and administrative units suited to thpie
country —the Co-operative society and the Village Panchayat, Thes
are the institutions that can ‘f&ShIOX’l life in thig country throug}y,
good, bad and threatening permd.s. Wg understand that the question
of buying up a third of the quantity of rice consumed and distributjy,
through wholesale sources is under consideration of Govel‘nmentg
It is the duty of Government %o step in at once anq not allow gh
matter to be under consideration in the usual manner of delay. The
crop is harvested in many districts and middlemen merchantg Wil?
buy up the paddy from the ryots and then create g black market
inflate prices, thereby gaining for themselveg at the eXpense of tl(:r
ryot. The Government must be able to buy directly from the l‘voz
and not from any middleman. Where there are DO Co-operat,
Sale Societies, we hope the Government wil) utilise the P;ve
chayats as an agency. n-

equally
marketg,
and prq.
These
Bithe\-
ties of
But even whije

may be done |
hayats and Pap.

Land Revenue Concessions.

We are glad that the Government have decided to ;
Land Revenue concessions for t})e present year am ot tingctzn:;:,ue
Rs. 70 lakhs. The G. O. is published elsewhere. ut
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